
CALIFORNIA REGTONAL WATER QUALXTY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 92-TL2

AMENDED WASTE DISCIHRGE REQIJIREMENTS

PACIFIC GAS AND ELEC"TRIC COMPANY, PITTSBURG PO1VER PLANT
RENEWAL OF TO)(IC PITS CLEANTJP ACT EXEMPTIONS FOR.:
CLASS I SURFACE IMPOUNDMENTS
BOILER CI{EMICAL CLEANING SOLUTIONPOND, BOILER CIIEMICAL CLEANING RINSE POND,
AIR PREHEATER WASH POND, AND DBMINERALTZER NEUTRALIZATION POND
PITTSBIJRG, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Wa0er Quality Control Board, Sar Frsncisco Bay Region, hereinafter cdled the Board,
finds that:

Facility and Site Description

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company's Pittsburg Power Plant (hereinafter called the discharger), operates
an electric g)wer generating facility which contains Cless I end tr surface iryoundrents. The 280 acre
facility is located in Pittsburg, adjacent to Suisun Bay. (See Figure 1 l-ocation Map)

2. The following Class I surface impoundments et this facility arc zubject to TPCA requiremeirts:

- Boiler Chemicsl Cleaning Solution Pond
- Boiler Cbemical Cleaning Rinse Pond
- Air Preheater Vfesh Pond
- Demineralizer Neutralization Pond

The ponds sre used for the storage and treatment of hazardous waste solutions. (See Figure 2 Sile Map)

Related Orders

3. On April 18, 1990, the Board adopted NPDES prmit No. CA0004880, Waste Discharge Requirements
Order No. 90-053, which regulales sevenl discharges to Suisrm Bay, including the discharge of liquid
zupemate from the Class I impoundments (refer to finding 2).

4. On September L6, 1987, the Board e&pted Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 87-L22. T\e
Order established Waste Discharge Requirements for the Class I and tr surface irnpoundneirts, inlerim
Water Quality Protectioa Standards, a Self Monitoring Program, and exemptions to Sections 25208.a@)
and 8208.4(c) of the Toxic Pits Cleanup Act which prohibits disposal, and storage of hazardous waste
and restricted hazardous waste in surfsce inpoundrneirts. The Order also required the discharger to
perform the following:

a. A Hydrological lnvestigation of tidal effects and seasonal verietions on groundwater
gradients.

b. Submit dasign and specifications, construction plan quality assurance/quality control
progxsm for the liners and lerchate collection system for the Class I and Class II
surface impormdments.

c. Submit a detailed construction schedule for the Class I surface impoundments.
d. Submit a grormdwaler monitoring progxrm plan and implement groundwaler

monitoring.



e' subnit additionsl information for exeqrtion request from vedose zone moni0oring.f' Estrblish 
"e*d"$ and contingency pt"ro ro, each retro-fitted surfece iryoundments.g' submit evidence thet the clesstr so*r"e impoundments ao noicontain hazerdous

- y'"t"u' and comply with ctsp0er 15 siting cnd constrrction stsndsrd6.h' of the grented exemptiors to section ?520g.4{e) f* ,h" all four class Iinpomdnents; ana 
!.section_ 252og.a@ pr rtt ct""ri'iffia.*t, excqrt thei. **r*affjffi'#;ffi;"X"rX1fr5ffif;, lee; 

-
5' A renewal of exemptions fee was not required. The discharger requested a renewal of exemptionsfrom sections X2os.4(e) end 25208.4(c) of the Toxic Pits clemup Act in letgers to the Regional Boarddated Febnrery 15, 1991 and July 30, l9F/2.

Exernption Compliance trIndings

6' Sectione r,2os'aQ) of the Toxic Pits€lean'p Act prohibits the discharge of liquid hazardous was6e orhazardous wasf :ontai+q free liquids i"t"-i mtr"I-try.rrd-*t, if Ae surf; impoundment, or theland immediately hath it, contrins hezardous wrstes -a i, r""tra within ona.half nile upgradientfrom a potential drinking water source. An exemption to this prohibition mey be grantod by theRegional Board pursuant 0o srctions 25208.4(b).Lt"i".pti* shall not be effective for more thanfive yeers.

7 ' Section 252o8'4(c) of the Toxic Pits cleanup Act prohibits tb discharge of eny restrictod hazrrdouswaste in0o e eurface impoundment, unlery tbr eers; L ** an exemption pursuant to Section25208'13 ot ?52o8.16. Any exemption shrll rct be effJtive for more thsn five years.

8' order No' 87'l2213tains e finding which grants the discherger an exerytion from Sections25208'4(a) (for 8ll cless r ponds), ,oa zszoi.+<"t tr- "ll cr"* r ponds except the DemineralizerNeutralization pond) of thqToxic pits Cleenup Act.

9' Based on a reliey.ol-tb existing deta Tf tle discherger's operational procedures, in accordance withSections 252o8'4<b)Q) end 2520s.16 of the roxic rits-Cteanup Act, which establish requirements thedischarger must ret to be granted the exemptions the Regional Board finds:

&' No hazardous was&e constituents have migrated from the surface impoundments intothe vadose are' or waters of the state ilconcentretions which pollute the vadosezrlre, ot lnllule, or threr0en to pollule, the wa0ers of the ste0e.

b' continuing the operation of the surface inpoundn€nts does not pose I significant
potential of hazardo'ls wrsie constihrcnts -igoti"g from tbe surface impoundmentsinto the vadose zDre ot waters of the strle.

c' No exhemely hazardous wastes heve been or are being discharged into the surfaceimpoundmts.

d' The surface impoundments sre used for temporary storage and noncontinuous batchtreatment of restricted hzgrdous wcste.

e. The discharger has triple lid ell class r ponds with go mil High Density
Polyethylene, installed a Geoiextile/Geonet material betrreen the linere to serve as a

H



leachr0e collection system, ad hrs instslled a sunp/pipe sys0em for leechete
collection and remval.

f' All hezerdous wrstes are removed after eaah brlch treetrnent within 3O &ys of
discharge, if a discherge into thp srrfsce impormanent containe restrict€d hezzrdoug
wesoe. The zurfeco ineoundnentc erc visrnlly inryect€d prior to each use and tested
for integdty et least annuelly.

g' The impoundments are in compliencc with the constnrction cri0erie and grormdwater
moni0oring requirements of Section zs2og.s, and a Hydrogeologicel Assessnent
Report h8s been fild with this Board as required by ih" roxic iits cleanup Act,
Section 5208.8.

California Environmental enality Act

l0' This emendment-is cetegorically exeryt from tbe provisions of the califomia Environmental eualityAct purs'ant to section 1530g of the Resource .tgi*y Guidelines.

Notice and Meeting

11' The Boerd, in a public meeting, heard md cmsidered all comrene pertaining to this arendmelt of
was0e discharge requirerents.

IT Is I{EREBY oRDERBD that Pacific Gas and-Electric Company, and any other persons that currently or inthe future orm this land o1 operate this facility, shsll ret a" i-iro* contained in Division 7 of thecalifornia water code and regulations edo@ thereunder ana'shelt elso comply with ttrg following:

Order 87-122 is hereby emended to inch& the following:

48' The existing four Class I surflce inpotrdlmts list€d in finding 2, are grrnted an exemption
of no more than 5 years from the dste of this Amsndment to ofoer gTizzfor discharging
liquid hazardous weste pursuant to Section 252O8.4(t) of the Toxic pits Cleanup Act.

49' The existing Class I surface iryormdmts listed in finding 2, exqftthe Deminemlized
Neutralization Pond, are granted an exerytion of no mre-than five years from the date of this
Amendment 0o order 87-122 for discherging reshicted harardous weste pursuant 0o Section
25208.4(c) of the Toxic pirs Cleanup Act. 

-

I' Sleven R' Rirchie, Executive officer, do hereby c€rtify the foregoing is a frrll, tnre, and correct copy of anorder adopted bv the californie Regional water euelity-c-t-t il;: ;+ i rao]i; fr, n"gi* ,i
SePoember 16' reez' 

(," /if . ;;u'u,
''"'W4ct 

/ LI"/L L/')
.r"' Steven R. Riochie

.r" Bxecutive Of;ficer

Attachments:
Figure 1: Site Map
Figure 2: Locetion Map
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EXPLANATION

Holocene BoY Mud

Holocene or Lote
Pleistocene Alluvium

Pliocene Wolfskill
Formolionutc Gnro Axo l98o rlcNETlC l{OPtl.i

DICLTNAT|O|{ AT Cttlrtt of SHEI.T

G€NAAL G€OLOCCAL YAF
Of IHE PITTSSURG POhTR PIAXT AREA

tgG Pfrtanc Fda nl,{? F|Tilrnq ca

C'NTOUR INTERVAL IO FEET

FIGURE 2
LOCATION MAP

FROM: SIMS, ET.ol. 1973


